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18 December 1851

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church, Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte, Wilterdink, Broek, Hekhuis, Appeldoorn, and Labots, elders, and de Weerd,
Wilterdink, Plugger, van den Berg, and Keppel, deacons, were present. The Consistory
first dealt with the problem of a pig. Mr. Pilon entered a complaint against Deacon de
Weerd that de Weerd had slaughtered one of his pigs, which de Weerd denied. The
matter was settled by de Weerd paying Pilon two dollars, Van Raalte gave one dollar and
the other Consistory members provided the other dollar for a total of four dollars which
Pilon requested. Many other matters were under consideration including the decision that
Rev. van Raalte will preach on New Year's day when pews will also be rented. Principal
Taylor of the school and his family may choose any bench they desire.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 20-24.
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Consistory Meeting of December 18, 1851

Present: Dr. A. C. van Raalte, president; Elders Wilterdink, Broek, Hekhuis,
Appeldoorn, and Labots; Deacons de Weerd, Wilterdink, Plugger, van den Berg, and
Keppel.
The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 1 — Mr. Pilon appeared at the meeting with a complaint against Deacon de
Weerd, concerning a pig which he believes was slaughtered by de Weerd, even though it
did not belong to him. Brother de Weerd affirms that he has absolutely no guilt in
connection with this accusation, and that he is absolutely convinced that he has
slaughtered his own pig. However, he does not wish to accuse Pilon of evil motivations
in the matter. He also acknowledges that he is pained by the fact that he has written a
sharp letter to Pilon concerning the matter. Furthermore, he asks Pilon what he must do
in order to solve the problem in a way that is in harmony with the preaching heard from
God's Word. Pilon asks $4.00 and the judgment of the gathering is that his request is
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unfair, because Brother de Weerd should not be the only one to experience loss.
Rev. van Raalte proposes that if de Weerd will give $2.00, he (Rev. van Raalte) will give
$1.00 and if the other brethren will contribute the rest, $4.00 will be raised. This is
unanimously accepted. Pilon was asked if the irritation has now been removed from his
heart, and if, from now on, the matter will be considered closed and that he will faithfully
attend public worship. To all of the above, he gives an affirmative answer.
ARTICLE 2— Elder Labots and Deacon de Weerd inform the assembly that when they
conducted family visiting at the home of Kleis, he indicated a desire to become a member
of the congregation, although they, as visitors, felt some objection. The judgment of the
assembly is that as long as Kleis does not choose a different direction in the nurture of his
children, we will not be able to acknowledge him as a member of the congregation.
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ARTICLE 3 — Elder Labots and Deacon Keppel informed the assembly that when they
conducted family visiting at the home of M. van der Sluis they discovered to their great
joy that the pressure of church discipline has had a blessed result. According to his (M.
van der Sluis) own statement, he now feels that his soul is bonded closer to the Lord and
he has learned to see the necessity of genuine conversion and faith in the Lord Jesus. For
this reason, they have permitted him to once again come to the table of the Lord. All of
the brethren were gladdened by this report.
Brother van der Sluis, who had appeared at the meeting, requested the brothers to
admonish his wife's mother, urging her to refrain from speaking evil of him to his wife.
Her conduct is detrimental to the family fellowship. The brethren Labots and Keppel
were appointed as a committee to admonish this woman.
ARTICLE 4 — The brothers Hellental and Klaphuis present a concern which has
burdened their hearts, namely,

23
dat de Kinderen der gemeente wanneer zij tot hun veerstand zijn gekomen geen opentlijke belijdenis meer doen in de gemeente en zouden wenschen dat die gewoonte wederom plaats moogt grijpen in de gemeente. Opdat de kinderen langs dien weg mogte weten
dat zij zich aan God en zijn dienst hadden verbonden, en het dies te meer klem op hun
geweten moogt hebben. Ds. Van Raalte merkt aan dat het zeer goed is dat de kinderen
openbaare belijdenis doen in de gemeente van huh geloof. Doch dat dit niet moet aangemerkt worden als of de kinderen dan eerst leden der gemeente wierden als zij in het openbaar belijdenis huns geloofs afleiden (aflegden!) Want dat zij dit waren van den Heere
al(s) zulks aangemerkt wierden kragtens het verbond der Genade.
Art. 5. Broeder Klaphuis heeft eene klagte tegen de Wed. Ellen over het niet betalen van hare
schulden aan hem. Dewijl zij in de gelegenheid geweest is om de zelve te kunnen af te
doen, om welke reden hij met haar geen avondmaal heeft kunnen houden, waar-
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that the children of the congregation, when they have come to years of discretion, are no
longer publicly confessing their faith in the presence of the congregation. They desire
that this custom once again take place in the church. It is in this way that children may
know that they are joined to the Lord and his service.
Rev. van Raalte comments that it is very good that children publicly confess their faith in
the presence of the congregation. However, we must not think that our children first
become members of the congregation upon their public profession of faith. They have
been God's children already by virtue of the covenant of grace.
ARTICLE 5 — Brother Klaphuis presents a complaint against Widow Ellen who has not
paid a debt owed him, in spite of the fact that she has been able to do so. For this reason,
he (Klophuis) has not been able to take communion. w
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He (Klaphuis) is admonished since, although what this sister has done is not good and
although she has sinned against him, he may not give in to bitterness. Instead he must
admonish her in love. This matter most definitely may not be a reason for him to abstain
from the table of the Lord. Because this sister is living in such a very sinful direction, it
was decided to appoint a committee to meet with Klaphuis and to go with him in an effort
to resolve the conflict between him and her. At the same time, she is to be admonished
concerning other sins. The persons appointed for this task are Hekhuis, Appeldoorn,
Labots, and Keppel.
ARTICLE 6 — It was decided that Rev. van Raalte on New Year's Day morning will
preach and that in the afternoon the pews will be rented out, with the exception of the last
row of pews, where consistory members are seated. It was also decided that Mr. Taylor
and his family may choose any bench they desire.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Elder Wilterdink.
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